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Maﬂl looks different these days.

When you visit your child's mathematics classroom, it may look different from what you remember. 2
apples + 2 apples still equals 4 apples, and 7 x 8 is still 56, but now you're likely to see students counting
real apples instead of just seeing them in a book. The math hasn't changed, but how we look at it has.

We want ALL students to realize that math is more than adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing.
We want children to be able to connect math to their everyday lives, We know that every child is
capable of achieving in math topics such as geometry, data and statistics, algebra, and measurement —
topics we've traditionally thought of as only accessible to some.

My child's teacher says that the mathematics curriculum is problem-based. What does that mean?

Teachers are now designing mathematical tasks that ask students to think deeply about math and how
that math is part of their real lives. The problems students encounter won't be the two problems at the
end of the lesson page that we all remember, but they'll be "real" problems that use math in a "real” way.
It may be a problem that takes the children an hour, or perhaps several, to solve. There may be multiple

ways to solve the problem. (See sample problems.)
My child talks about working in pairs and groups in math. Is this helpful?

Research shows that students working together enhances learning. Working together provides time for
students to talk about the math they understand and the math they don't understand. This also provides
more opportunities for more students to talk and allows the teachers to hear more students' thoughts and
ideas. '

Many different materials seem to be used in math class. I hear.about pattern blocks and algebra
tiles. How are they helping my child learn math?

Materials like pattern blocks and algebra tiles help students make sense of math. Psychologists believe
that all students need to understand concepts at a concrete level before they move onto abstract ideas.
Some materials inherently have math concepts connected to them and help students bridge their
understanding of math concepts (sixth graders may fill a box with 1-inch cubes as they learn about
volume, and fourth graders may make fraction kits to help them understand fractional parts).

My child's homework is so different from what I did in school. How do I help?
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checking," or drawing pictures. Some methods of solving problems might be considered more
"efficient." That may be true, but the correct answer can be found using multiple methods.
Children think about mathematics in different ways depending on their prior experiences at home
and school. By allowing students to think flexibly about numbers, we encourage them to "own"
the math forever, instead of "borrowing" until class is over. (Answer: 40 chickens and 30 pigs)
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