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GreatSchools.net: An Online Resource for Parents Searching for Guidance on How to Help their Children Achieve K-12 Success 

The guest speaker for the October NCPIE meeting was Lisa Rosenthal, Senior Editor with GreatSchools.net, one of the nation’s premier online guides to K-12 school information. As an independent, nonprofit organization, GreatSchools is committed to providing parents with information and tools online to choose schools, support their children’s education, and improve the schools in their communities.

Founded in San Francisco in 1998 by former teacher, Bill Jackson to catalyze a force that he believed was vital to the process of achieving excellence in education - parent involvement; GreatSchools has become a trusted education resource for parents. Evaluating school data from local, state and national sources, GreatSchools provides parents with comprehensive school profiles, exclusive ratings and parent reviews, search and comparison tools, and informative articles and newsletters on a wealth of education topics. Below please find an overview of Lisa’s presentation and more information about Greatschools’ plans for the future.

 

The Greatschools.net Mission: To improve K-12 education by inspiring parents to get involved.  This mission is achieved by helping parents:

· Choose the Right School for their Child

· Guide and Support their Child’s Schooling

· Monitor and Improve Schools in their Community

Helping Parents Choose the Right School 

With the use of school profiles GreatSchools provides data, ratings and parent reviews of more than 90,000 public elementary, middle and high schools in the United States. Charter schools, magnet schools, year-round schools, and some continuation and alternative schools are included. Additionally the site also includes basic information on more than 25,000 private schools. The information on private schools is limited due to the fact that private schools do not have to follow the same state and federal laws as public schools as it relates to administering standardized exams and reporting test results. 

Based on data provided by each state's Department of Education and other sources, profiles cover all K-12 public schools in each state and include most or all of the following information:

Phone number, address, district name, location map 

Grade levels served, school type, enrollment 

Average class size or student-teacher ratio, student ethnicity breakdown 

Percentage of students participating in or eligible for the federal free or reduced-price lunch program 

Test scores from state-mandated standardized tests 

Clear explanations for all data presented

Public school profiles in GreatSchools in-depth states: Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, New York, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas and Washington includes the following:

Complete academic performance data, including state-mandated standardized test results 

Teacher experience, professional status and/or credentials 

Detailed information about the student population 

GreatSchools Ratings and Alerts 

In addition, all schools have the option of "upgrading"--at no cost--to an Enhanced School Profile, which allows principals to add additional information about curriculum, programs, activities, school vision and leadership.   

Helping Parents Guide and Support their Child’s Schooling

GreatSchools produces a series of free email newsletters designed to aid parents in their efforts to help their children succeed in school. Parents can choose to receive topical newsletters for their child's school, their child's grade, or they may sign-up online to receive newsletters that are more general in nature and provide timely tips and advice.  Newsletters currently being distributed include:
· Parent Advisor – This newsletter offers seasonal advice to over 636,632 subscribers twice each month. 
· My School Stats - A periodic newsletter designed to help parents understand their school’s strengths and weaknesses.  It is currently available in many of the organization’s in-depth states and provides the latest updates about test scores, teacher quality, funding and shows how individual schools compare to others in the identified state. Currently there are 772,370 subscriptions to this newsletter.
· My Kindergartner, My First-Grader, My Second-Grader, My Third-Grader, My-Fourth Grader or My Fifth-Grader – These newletters provide grade level specific information to help parents keep children on track in the classroom.  They offer advice from experts and professionals in the field of education as well as ideas for learning activities and book recommendations.  There are currently more than a million subscribers to these newsletters.

· Middle School Matters and Countdown to College -  These newsletters are designed for parents of middle and high school students and offer expert advice focused on academics, behavior issues, financial planning and college preparation. 

Additionally, the site also features an online library of hundreds of articles that help parents navigate the K-12 process, including advice from experts and real parents, as well as an extensive glossary that decodes education jargon into terms parents can understand.

Helping Parents Monitor and Improve Schools in their Community

By providing a parent-friendly presentation of school data that is quickly accessible with simple explanations, parents can also easily compare schools in their community based upon test scores, teacher qualifications, and other data.  This information is provided in decile ratings by school and NCLB subgroup.  Parents can search for school profiles by name, city or district or by entering their home address to find the nearest schools.  Information is provided for at least 3 academic years, so parents can see the trends in scholastic achievement.  

Parent ratings and reviews help viewers online get "beyond the numbers" to understand what other parents think about the quality of teachers, leadership, extracurricular activities, etc. For example, the GreatSchools test score ratings provide more insight into the quality of instruction at a school than raw test score numbers themselves. Viewers online are able to see top-rated schools within a geographic area and how public schools rate according to test scores, attendance, teacher-student ratio and more.   Soon the site will show ratings for districts and cities. Presently the site has more than 217,000 parent reviews and 300,000 ratings of public, private and charter schools

Greatschools’ Long-Term Vision: A nationwide community of involved parent-members, determined to see their children graduate from high school prepared for college, work and citizenship.  The objectives of this vision are 1). to define what it means to be “on track for college” for parents nationwide and 2). to create an online community of involved parents that can interact with the Greatschools content and each other. With foundational support from groups like the Annie E. Casey Foundation, Daniels Fund, Thomas B. Fordham Foundation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, and William and Flora Hewlett Foundation this vision can certainly become a reality.  

For more information you can visit the site online at, none other than: www.greatschools.net
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Building family-school partnerships that work








How GreatSchools.net Achieves its Mission:
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